54                                      A HISTORY OF THE U.S.S.R.

LomonosoT contributed greatly to the spread of science and the
education of young scientists, writers and artists.

Tlie Moscow University was founded in 1755 on Loinonosov's
initiative. During tlae second half of the I8th century the university
produced a number of outstanding scientists and writers.

13. THE COLONIAL POLICY  OF RUSSIAN TSARISM
UNDER PETER I'S SUCCESSORS

The Discovery of Kamchatka. The Russians continued to develop
the Arctic, Siberia, the Amur region, and the coast and islands of
the Pacific. The tsarist government tried to make good its acute deficit,
brought on by the heavy war expenditures, the impoverishment of
the population and the exhaustion of the country, by new colonial
conquests.

In 1697 and 1698 Vladimir Atlasov, an officer of the Streltsi, setting
out from the Anadyr outpost (on, the Anadyr River) at the head of a
small detachment on deer sleds, reached the coast of Kamchatka
and imposed tribute, primarily in furs, on the Kamchadales (Itehnens),
This Russian explorer was the first to discover and describe the Kam-
chatka Peninsula.

The Kamchadales lived in, clan communities, each clan com-
prising several hundred tent-hornes. Fishing was the main occupation.
The clans were embroiled in constant feuds. The KamchadalesJ weapons
were bows with flint and bone-tipped arrows. After Atlasov's expedition
the first Russian outposts were set up on Kamchatka, which were
used hy Cossacks sand soldiers as a hase for freehooting expeditions
or quests for tribute. The Kamchadales often attacked the collectors
of trihute and sometimes came right up to the outposts, but were
not able to capture them.

A big Kamchadale uprising, involving a large number of clans,
flared up in 1731 and 1732. It was led by Kamchadales who had lived
among the Russians and had learned the use of firearms. After the
uprising had been quelled the Russians became firmly entrenched in
Kamchatka. At the same time the large clan communities of the Kam-
chadales began to disintegrate.

Less successful was the struggle of the tsarist government against
the Koryaks (Nymylans). The Koryaks roamed with their deer herds
in the tundra between the seacoast and the Kolyma River. At the
approach of military detachments they would break camp and move
on. The absence of roads and the scarcity of game rendered pursuit
difficult. With their superior knowledge of locality the Koryaks would
make sudden raids on groups of Russian Cossacks and soldiers and
wipe them out* The Chukches (Luoravetlaiis), who inhabited the